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creatures of the truth; something more was needed*
The many who would not or could not be persuaded
must be forced to accept what they were too stupid or
too selfish to take in otherwise* So sprang up, about
twenty years ago, the belief in Direct Action, the belief
that as man cannot persuade man to do what is right, he
must force him*

I have already made clear in my last chapter that the
German Revolution was held by those who made it to
be a great triumph for the older idea of persuasion. Of
course it rested upon force in the background, z\e. the
force inherent in the united mass of a large number of
people; but that force had not been called into play to
any appreciable extent; so that the real triumph of the
Revolution was undoubtedly a triumph of persuasion*
This idea was symbolised in the fact that it had been the
44 bloodless " Revolution; no one, or at least very few
people, had been killed to bring it about. And had not
every other revolution which had ever been undertaken
by men meant the sacrifice of a large number of human
lives, the bitter price paid by men for men ? But the
German Socialists had simply insisted that the Kaiser
must resign; they had sent him their ultimatum; he had
resigned, and they had then declared that they would
take over the government of the country ; the bourgeois
Chancellor, Prince Max of Baden, had yielded without
a murmur* The Socialists were so firm, and their
demands so entirely reasonable, that Emperor and